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“Garden Tote” 
A reversible, padded, convertible tote with pockets! 

 

 
 
This great project has a multitude of uses. It can be used as a tote bag with 
pockets, a gardener’s kneeling pad, or even a sport’s fans stadium cushion. 
 

 
 
Skill Level: Beginner 
Created by: Kelly Laws, Marketing Project Manager 
 
Supplies: 
Baby Lock Sewing Machine 
Two 16” x 16” x 1”square chair pad foam 
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1 1/8 yard 1” wide strapping for handles 
Two 14” double sided reversible nylon zippers 
1 1/4 yard canvas fabric 
1 1/4 yard coordinating decorator or cotton fabric  
All-purpose thread 
Scissors 
Pins 
Marking pen 
Ruler 
 
Instructions: 
 

1. Cut a rectangle 19” x 38 ½” from the canvas and coordinating decorator 
fabric. These pieces become the front and back of the tote. 

2. Cut a 12” x 19” piece from the canvas and coordinating decorator fabric 
for the pockets. 

3. Mark the centerline of the main pieces. 

 
4. Hem the top edge of the pocket piece. 
5. Attach the pocket by placing right sides together and straight stitching the 

bottom edge to the centerline. 
6. Fold the pocket so the wrong side of the pocket faces the right side of the 

cover and baste in place on the edges. 
7. Straight stitch two seams through the pocket to create dividing lines. The 

pockets do not have to be even in width; adjust according to your 
preference.  

8. Repeat this process for the pocket piece on the other side. 
9. Using a zipper foot, baste the zipper pieces to the sides of the front.  
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Note: When folded in half the zippers should match up and zip. 

 
10. Place the back to the front, right sides together, and pin. Sew the side 

seams using a zipper foot. 
11. Cut the strapping in half to make two handles. 
12. Insert the handle between the layers and pin and baste the ends into 

place. 
13. Stitch all the way across one end only. 
14. On the other end stitch 2” from the corner.  Leave an opening for turning 

and stitch 2” to the other corner. 
15.  Turn right side out, and then insert the two foam chair pads. 
16. Whipstitch or topstitch the opening closed. 
17. Straight stitch across the centerline, dividing the two cushions to keep the 

foam from shifting and to allow the tote to fold. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For other exciting projects like this one, visit our Web site at www.babylock.com  
   

http://www.babylock.com/

