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òLittle German Boy Costume ó 
 

Being a working, busy mother of two 
small kids, I love to use clothes that my 
kids already have, and other materials 
from around the house to make their 
Halloween costumes. Thatôs what my 
parents did when I was young, and thatôs 
what I do. I made this outfit with that in 
mind. 

 
Created by:  Megan Midworth, 
Stitchinô Woman, Doveôs Nest 
Designs 
 
Supplies: 
Baby Lock Sewing Machine 
1 pair of pants (can be used) 
Green felt or fabric 
Thread 
Scissors 
1 feather 
1 large button 
Tape measure 
Scissors 
Steam-a-seam (optional) 
Pinking shears (optional) 
 
Time:  2-4 hours according to skill level 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.etsy.com/shop.php?user_id=5066998
http://www.etsy.com/shop.php?user_id=5066998
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Instructions: 
Making the leiderhosen 

1. Start with a pair of used pants.  I suggest using pants a few sizes too big.  
I am using a size 4T for a boy that wears a 2T.  You will need a larger size 
for the extra leg fabric. 

 
 

2. Measure and mark the pants where you will be cutting them, to make 
them into shorts. Remember to cut them 1" longer, than the point you want 
them to actually be. 
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3. Cut along the marked line. (Do not throw away any of the left over leg 
fabric, you will need it later.)  

 
 

4. Fold the edge of the shorts leg inward 3/4-1" and pin into place. 

 
 

5. Starting at the inside of the leg, sew the leg hem using a ½" seam 
allowance, repeat on both legs. 
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6. Following the shorts detail pattern cut two from green felt or fabric. 

 
 

7. Pin the pieces on an angle to either side of the shorts, about where the 
front pockets would be. (You can also use Steam-a-seam to attach the 
fabric to the shorts) 
 

8. Sew around the detail piece following the outside edge, use a 1/4" seam 
allowance. I used a different color thread to enhance the detail. 
 

9. Sew down the middle of detail. 
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Making the suspenders 
1. Measure your child. Start at the waist, go over the shoulder and back 

down to the waists line. (Like suspenders would fit) 
 

2. Add 2" onto the total for seam allowances. 
 

3. Using the left over material from the pants you cut, Cut long strips 2 1/4" 
wide, and whatever your total length was figured in the previous step. 

 
 

4. If one is not long enough, pin the end of the pieces together to equal the 
total length,  
 

5. Sew together using a ½" seam allowance. 

 
 

6. Fold and press the sides of the strips under about a ½". 
 

7. Sew both sides of both strips using 1/4" seam allowance. 
 

8. Pin the ends of the strips to the front of the shorts, and in the back of the 
shorts (like suspenders). 
 

9. Sew into place using ½" seam allowance. 
 

Making the middle panel: 
1. Cut 1 of the middle panel pattern using the left over leg material. 
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2. Fold and press the long sides under ½". 

 
3. Sew using 1/4" seam allowance. 

 
4. Cut one of the inside middle panel pattern using green felt/fabric. I used 

pinking shears to cut my material. 
 

5. Center the small panel onto the larger panel and pin into place. 
 

6. Sew into place using 1/4" seam. 
 

7. Pin the middle panel onto the front of the suspenders, about half way up 
the chest. 
 

8. Sew in place following the existing seams sewn on straps. 
 

9. Sew button onto the center of the middle panel. 

 
 

Making the hat: 
1. Fold fabric/felt in half, right sides facing together.  

 
2. Cut 1 of the hat pattern. (Folded in half will equal two sides of the hat). 

 
 


